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Legislative Postcard Project Guidelines
for

Students, Parents, Alumni and Business Partners
· Read through the followings documents, which are available online: 

What Can I Do to Advocate?

SLDC Talking Points 2009

Legislative Guide for Career and Technical Student Organizations in Oregon (at least pages 10-12)

Legislative Postcard Project Guidelines

· Plan to send a postcard to both your state senator and state representative and the Joint Committee on the Ways and Means Co-Chairs: Senator Margaret Carter and Representative Peter Buckley.
· The three lines on the top left hand corner should be used for your home mailing address.  Legislators usually only want to hear from their constituents, but it is important to also communicate with key legislators at this time.
· The “Legislative Contact Information by DECA Chapters” spreadsheet is based upon school addresses.  Your representatives may be different, so be sure you are sending your postcards to the correct individuals by using the “Find Your Legislator” online tool: http://www.leg.state.or.us/findlegsltr/.

· The postcards should be addresses as follows:

The Honorable ______________
Oregon State House of Representatives (or Oregon State Senate)

(Office Address)

Salem, OR (Zip Code)

· The salutation on the postcard should read:

Dear Representative (Senator) ______________:

· In addition to the information provided in the documents above, the questions on the second page (or backside) can be used as prompts when writing your message.  There is not a lot of space to write, so do not attempt to answer more than two questions.

· Handwrite your message as neatly and as legibly as possible.

· For students, identify your year in school and where you attend.  If you are involved in more than one Career and Technical Student Organization (CTSO), be sure to mention that, as well as how long you have been involved.

· For students, first write out a draft of your postcard on paper or in a Word document to check your spelling and to easily edit.  Share your draft with your advisor.

· For students, once your postcard is written, turn it in to your advisor so that they can be mailed out over a period of time.

Students

Consider only selecting one or two questions to answer on your postcard.
· How has DECA helped you in becoming a more successful student?

· How has DECA helped you decide what you are going to do after graduation?

· How has DECA helped you set career goals?

· How has DECA helped you decide what you want to study in college?

· How has DECA helped you gain career-related learning experiences?
· How has DECA helped you stay in school?
Essential Skills (http://www.ode.state.or.us/teachlearn/certificates/diploma/essential-skills-definitions.pdf)
· How has DECA helped you become a better writer?

· How has DECA helped you become a better public speaker and presenter?

· How has DECA helped you learn how to use current technology?

· How has DECA helped you develop teamwork skills?
· How has DECA helped you develop personal management skills?

· How has DECA helped you learn to identify and solve problems?

· How has DECA given you opportunities to think critically and analytically?

· How has DECA given you opportunities to engage in your community?

· How has DECA helped you expand your global literacy?

Parents

· How has your child benefited from their involvement in DECA and Career and Technical Education?
· What are your reasons for wanting to see continued support for DECA by the legislature?
Alumni

· How did your involvement in DECA (or other CTSOs) improve your high school experience?

· How has DECA helped you after high school?

· How has DECA helped you in your post-secondary education?

· How has DECA helped you in your career?
· What are your reasons for wanting to see DECA continue to be supported?

· How has DECA impacted you and affected your life?
Business Partners

· What benefits have you seen from students being involved in DECA?

· How do see DECA helping better prepare students for future employment?

· If you have judged and/or assisted at any competitive events, what skills have you witnessed students demonstrating as part of DECA?

Advisors and School Officials

· Why and how have you chosen to incorporate DECA into your classroom experience?

· What benefits have you seen from students being involved in DECA?

· How do you see DECA helping students meet your school’s diploma requirements?

· How do you see DECA helping better prepare students for their future?
· As a school and program, how and why is DECA supported as a co-curricular activity for student involvement?
